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UN Human Rights Committee Experts International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ICCPR 173 116 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Experts International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ICESCR 171 26 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Committee against Torture Experts
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
CAT 171 68 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination Experts
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Racial Discrimination
ICERD 182 59 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Women
Experts

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women
CEDAW 189 114 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture Experts Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture OP-CAT 90 N N N N N Y N

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child Experts Convention on the Rights of the Child CRC 196 48 Y Y N Y N Y

UN Committee on Migrant Workers Experts
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 

Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families CORE
ICMW 56 56 Y Y N N N Y6

UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Experts
International Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities
ICRPD 182 100 Y Y N Y N N

UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances Experts
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance
ICPPED 63 23 Y Y N Y N Y

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights6 Experts
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man / 

American Convention on Human Rights
35 35 N N N Y Y Y

Inter-American Court of Human Rights Judges American Convention on Human Rights ACHR 20 20 N N Y Y N Y

Working Group on the Protocol of San Salvador Experts
Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human 

Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Protocol of 

San Salvador
17 N7 Y N N N N N

Inter-American Committee for the Prevention and 

Elimination of Racism6 Experts
Inter-American Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination 

and Intolerance
2 N7 Y N N N N N

Committee of Experts8 Experts
Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of 

Older Persons
7 N7 Y N N N N N

Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against 

Persons with Disabilities
Experts

Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
19 N Y N N N N N

African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights Experts African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights ACHPR 54 54 Y Y N Y Y Y

African Court on Human and Peoples' Rights Judges African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights ACHPR 32 8 N N Y Y N Y

African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of 

the Child
Experts African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child ACRWC 50 50 Y Y N Y Y Y

Commission of the African Union Experts African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance ACDEG 34 N Y N N N N N

European Court of Human Rights Judges European Convention on Human Rights ECHR 47 47 N N Y Y N Y

European Committee of Social Rights Experts European Social Charter / European Social Charter (Revised) 43 16 Y N N N N N

GREVIO Experts
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating 

Violence against Women and Domestic Violence

Istanbul 

Convention
34 N Y Y N N N N

Lanzarote Committee States
Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children 

against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse
48 N Y N N N N N

GRETA Experts
Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 

Human Beings
47 N Y N N N N N

Advisory Committee Experts
Framework Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities
39 N Y N N N N N

Committtee for the Prevention of Torture Experts
European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and 

Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
47 N N N N N Y N
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Arab Human Rights Committee Experts Arab Charter on Human Rights 16 N Y N N N Y N

A
si

a

ASEAN Intergovernmental Human Rights Commission States ASEAN Human Rights Declaration 10 N N N N N N N
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3 Human Rights Oversight Body

Human Rights Oversight: Quick Reference Chart
1

Core Substantive Treaty 
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https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/human-rights-committee/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CCPR.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-4&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-economic-social-and-cultural-rights/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-3&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-against-torture/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CAT.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CERD.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-2&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-the-elimination-of-discrimination-against-women/
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-the-elimination-of-discrimination-against-women/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CEDAW.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-8&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/subcommittee-on-prevention-of-torture/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/OPCAT.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-migrant-workers/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CMW.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CMW.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-13&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-enforced-disappearances/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/ConventionCED.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/ConventionCED.aspx
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&clang=_en
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/Basics/declaration.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/mandate/Basics/declaration.asp
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
http://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.htm
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-52.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-52.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-52.html
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-69_discrimination_intolerance.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-69_discrimination_intolerance.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-69_discrimination_intolerance_signatories.asp
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/inter-american-system/
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-70_human_rights_older_persons.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-70_human_rights_older_persons.asp
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-70_human_rights_older_persons_signatories.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/ddse/pages/index-4_committee.asp
https://www.oas.org/en/sedi/ddse/pages/index-4_committee.asp
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-65.html
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/african/
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-charter-human-and-peoples-rights
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36390-sl-african_charter_on_human_and_peoples_rights_2.pdf
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/african/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/african/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/african/
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-charter-rights-and-welfare-child
https://www.acerwc.africa/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Revised_Communications_Guidelines_Final-1.pdf
https://au.int/en/commission#:~:text=The%20African%20Union%20Commission%20(AUC,Assembly%20and%20the%20Executive%20Council
https://au.int/en/treaties/african-charter-democracy-elections-and-governance
https://au.int/sites/default/files/treaties/36384-sl-AFRICAN CHARTER ON DEMOCRACY%2C ELECTIONS AND GOVERNANCE.PDF
https://ijrcenter.org/european-court-of-human-rights/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/005
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/005/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://ijrcenter.org/european-committee-of-social-rights-3/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/163
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/grevio
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/lanzarote-committee
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/201
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/201
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/201/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://www.coe.int/en/web/anti-human-trafficking
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/197
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/197
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/197/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://www.coe.int/en/web/minorities/advisory-committee
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/157
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/157
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/157/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://www.coe.int/en/web/cpt
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/126
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/126
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/126/signatures?p_auth=KvRprghH
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/middle-east-and-north-africa/
http://www.lasportal.org/ar/legalnetwork/Pages/agreements_details.aspx?RID=69
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/middle-east-and-north-africa/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/asia/
https://ijrcenter.org/regional/asia/
https://asean.org/asean/asean-member-states/


Footnotes 

 
1. This chart was prepared by the International Justice Resource Center. Its content was last revised in January 

2021. The visual appearance of the chart was revised in February 2025 by the Center for Global Law and 
Justice. Blue text signifies a hyperlink. Click though for more information and/or source information. 
 

2. Note that many bodies interpret multiple treaties, including any protocols to the core treaty. 
 

3. The functions listed here are not exhaustive. This chart reflects the most common functions that have been 
explicitly granted to each body as part of its ordinary activities. 
 

4. As of January 2021; for courts this number reflects the number of States that have accepted the court's 
contentious jurisdiction through a separate declaration or protocol. 
 

5. Separate State acceptance, through a declaration or ratification of a separate protocol, is often required for 
complaint proceedings. 
 

6. The Inter-American Commission's additional functions include holding thematic hearings and publishing 
thematic reports. 
 

7. While the treaty-specific oversight body cannot receive individual complaints regarding this treaty, the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights can do so. 
 

8. This function or body is not yet in operation. 
 

9. Middle East and North Africa 


